
David Razowsky
467 N. Norton Avenue, Los Angeles, CA  90004
cell: (213) 842.8642
email: drazowsky@gmail.com

QUALIFICATIONS

• Extensive theatrical experience
• 20 years acting and directing with The Second City
• 8 years as Artistic Director and Master Improvisation Teacher
• 24 years in theatrical improvisation
• 15 years teaching improvisation

Areas of Specialization:
• Scene study and character development using improvisational tools
• Developing and refining long-form improvisation structures
• Creating non-comedic characters and scenarios through improvisation
• Ensemble development
• Dynamic development of solo performance
• Collaborative arts and communication
• Teaching personal motivation and living skills through improvisation
• Using Viewpoints to connect actors to the art of improvisation

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Artistic Director and Dean
The Second City Training Center    Los Angeles, CA 2001 - 2008 
Lead staff of 30 teachers, developed and updated curriculum, liaison between staff and 450 students, 
ensured students and teachers were creatively challenged. Created, facilitated and directed post-
graduate performance classes. Taught classes in Beginning Improvisation, Character Development, 
Genres and Styles, and Satire.  Directed original one-act and professional resident company productions. 
Responsible for developing the popular Immersion Workshop which compressed one-year conservatory 
program into week-long event that culminated in performance.

Consultant
PDI/Dreamworks Animation    Redwood City, CA 2006, 2007, 2008
Dreamworks      Glendale, CA  2006, 2008
Worked with animators in brainstorming and developing new ways to create animated characters and 
story. Also worked with FX department employees in opening up creative channels, improving public 
speaking skills, teaching “pitching” skills, and more focused communication skills between staff and 
management.

Guest Artist
Curious Theatre Co.      Oslo, Norway  2007
Worked with Curious Theatre Co. to aid communication between ensemble members and focused 
theatre’s presence in the thriving Oslo theatre community.
 
Adjunct Faculty
California State University, Stanislaus   Turlock, CA  2006
Directed cast of acting students in developing characters through improvisation and in creating 
monologues for those characters. A performance of the monologues culminates in a two-week mainstage 
run.



Guest Artist
Steppenwolf Theatre Company at Summer Arts  Fresno, CA  2006, 2008
Collaborated with Jeff Perry of Steppenwolf Theatre and Kim Rubinstein of Long Wharf Theatre in using 
improvisational techniques to further develop character, movement, voice, and scenic dynamics in a 
three-prong approach to mounting Balm in Gilead.

Consultant
Antioch University      Los Angeles, CA 2005
Worked with department chair and masters degree candidates to prepare for public presentation of 
culminating projects.

Director
The Second City Mainstage    Chicago, IL  2003
Directed The Second City Mainstage’s review No, Seriously, We’re All Gonna Die. Responsible for head-
writing, casting, sketch content and running order.
 
Guest Artist
The Second City at CSU Summer Arts  Fresno, CA  2005, 2007
Designed curriculum and administered Second City’s two-week program at the California State University 
Summer Arts Festival.  Program taught improvisation techniques to 45 students who created three hour-
long sketch revues comprised of material developed through improvisation and writing. 

Guest Director, Artistic Consultant
Boom Chicago      Amsterdam, NL 2000, 2002, 2005
Director and head writer for fourteen improvisers who developed original sketches for annual review 
production. Designed multimedia component connecting video with the Internet and Avid to create instant 
beamed content, now a signature of their theatre. Both productions, RockStars and Live at the 
Leidseplein, were remounted at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Creative Producer
Kwik Witz      Los Angeles, CA 1997 – 1999
Created video content, content rounds and “punch-ups” of material. Coordinated talent video segments.

Staff Writer
The Simpsons Comic & The Simpsons Sunday Los Angeles, CA 1999
Wrote issues of monthly comic book and nationally syndicated strip for Sunday newspapers.

Creative Consultant
Whose Line is it Anyway?    Los Angeles, CA 1998
Created challenge rounds built around the talent’s improvisational skills.

Actor
The Second City     Chicago, IL  1987-1995
Created and performed in over ten original productions with resident companies.  Performed on the 
Mainstage for two years. Developed scenes with fellow resident members including Steve Carell, Steve 
Colbert, Amy Sedaris, Paul Dinello, Jeff Garlin, Ian Gomez, and Nia Vardalos. 

Director
The Second City National Touring Company  Chicago, IL  1990-1992
Directed members of the National Touring Company in archival Second City scenes; created running 
orders and cast scenes.
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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

• Improvisation: 
Del Close at Improv Olympic 
Bernard Sahlins at The Second City 
John Bergman at Geese Theatre Company for Prisons, University of Iowa

• Scene Study: Howard Fine
• Viewpoints: Kim Rubinstein, Alexandra Billings
• BA in Photojournalism, Northern Illinois University, 1982

ACTING EXPERIENCE (partial)

Television
The Young and the Restless     CBS
Spin City       ABC
Salon Royale (pilot)      Oxygen
The David Letterman Show     CBS
The Weekenders      ABC/Disney
Make Me Laugh       Comedy Central
Roseanne       ABC
Kwik Witz       NBC
The Big Deal        Fox

Stage
The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, Abridged   The Kennedy Center, Washington, DC
Hellcab        Zoo District, Los Angeles
The Master and Margarita     Zoo District, Los Angeles
Amerikafka       Met Theatre, Los Angeles
Second City Revues (10 productions)    The Second City, Chicago Mainstage
Splatter Theatre, I, II      Annoyance Theatre, Chicago

DIRECTING EXPERIENCE (partial)

Beeswax*       California State University Stanislaus
The Dairy Farm *      Comedy Central Stage, Los Angeles
The Nitelites *       Comedy Central Stage/Improv Olympic 
West
What’s Wrong with Getting Laid? *    Comedy Central Stage, Los Angeles
Your Wednesday Nite 4Cast *     The Second City, Los Angeles
No, Seriously, We’re All Gonna Die *    The Second City, Chicago Mainstage
Hellcab        Hudson Theatre, Los Angeles
Encino Evil *       The Second City, Los Angeles
The Untitled Second City Project *    The Second City, Los Angeles
RockStars *       Boom Chicago, Amsterdam
19th Nervous Breakdown *     The Second City, Detroit
5 Years in Amsterdam Upright Citizens Brigade, Los Angeles 

Improv Olympic West, Los Angeles
*Material created partially through improvisation

FESTIVALS

2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003 Chicago Improv Festival, Master Class Instructor, Performer
2008 Black Box Improv Festival, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA, Master Class Instructor, Performer 
2008, 2007 Out of Bounds Improv Festival, Austin, TX, Master Class Instructor, Performer
2006 Seattle Festival of Improvisation Theatre, Master Class Instructor, Performer
2007, 2006 Miami Improv Festival, Master Class Instructor, Performer
2006, 2005 Providence Improv Festival, Master Class Instructor, Performer
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2007, 2005 Santa Cruz Improv Festival, Keynote Speaker, Master Class Instructor
2007, 2006, 2005 San Francisco Improv Festival, Master Class Instructor, Performer
2005, 2004 Los Angeles Improv Festival, Master Class Instructor
2004 Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival, Master Class Instructor
2003 Sketch Fest Chicago, Panelist

TEACHING HISTORY

• The Second City, Chicago/Los Angeles/Detroit
• Brown University Summer Theatre
• California State University Fresno
• California State University Fullerton
• California State University Stanislaus
• Improv Olympic West, Los Angeles
• bang. Studio, Los Angeles
• Theatre Sports, Los Angeles
• Columbia College, Chicago
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